226             FORTUNE   HUNTING

suit the half Batta allowances, of a sub-
altern in a marching regiment.

"Yet still iu sooth, they tempt each youth
To forget his failing purse,
To laugh at his debts, and the bailiff's threats,
While his pay grows worse and worse/'

The inferred absurdity, of expecting
men on the receipt of 180 rupees a month.,
to support the style of a scion of nobility,
or to live at the same rate as officers of
high standing, requires no comment. Facts,
however, prove this to be a very constant
habit among individuals, who are known
to be unpossessed of any other means, than
such as are drawn from the military pay-
office. In the olden times, while the "Gold
Mohur " trees of Hindostan still put forth
fresh blossoms, encouraging the searchers
after wealth, to hope that a lac of rupees
would eventually prove a commensurate
return for a few shades of oriental tinting,
the communication between India and
Europe, was so limited, and so tedious,